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Following on from our milestone achievement of 20 years 
of Sony Foundation, we started this year with a revitalised 
mission, purpose and principles that would carry the 
Foundation into our third decade. A Foundation backed by 
a passionate and generous network of six Sony companies 
that inspires an extraordinary spirit of collaboration 
between media, entertainment, professional services and 
government industries.

Fueled by our mission to improve the health and wellbeing 
of Australia’s youth through social change, empowerment 
and collaboration we have had some huge achievements this 
year. We expanded our Children’s Holiday Camp program to 
South Australia and into New Zealand, proving this unique 
respite program not only fills a gap in affordable care, 
but changes forever the perceptions of disability for the 
students and teachers involved as carers, helping to create a 
kinder more empathetic community. 

As construction started on Brisbane’s You Can Centre, 
we also forged partnerships to provide free fertility 
preservation for youth cancer patients nationally and free 

accommodation for regional patients who must travel to 
the city for treatment. These new projects will allow more 
support and access for patients who due to their regional 
location, have fallen through the gap.

Celebrating 10 years of our signature event Wharf4Ward was 
an incredible highlight. We expanded the event series with 
the inaugural Brissy4Ward in August enabling the events 
across Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane to generate over 
$2.5 million in fundraising. It’s these successes that continue 
to propel Sony Foundation to new heights in a new decade 
and we have immense gratitude to all who have contributed.

Finally, my thanks to our dedicated Board Directors, brilliantly 
led by our Chairman John Kirby, who continue to lead with 
wisdom and passion to make every project, every dollar, and 
every young person matter.

Sophie Ryan,  
CEO Sony Foundation Australia 

This year, Sony Foundation was present in over 60 
communities around Australia. In these communities, and 
many more around Australia, our young people were sadly 
falling through gaps in care and support to battle some 
of life’s hardest challenges including cancer, disability and 
homelessness. Supporting these Young Australians who 
have been served a harder start at life, at no fault of their 
own, has been our mission for over 21 years and our impact 
continues to grow year on year. 

Over the past 12 months, our You Can Centres had over 
2,000 visits by young cancer patients, nearly 700 children 
with special needs were included in our Children’s Holiday 
Camp with student carers, 20 young people battling drugs 
and abuse were given mentoring and support to reset their 
life and improve their mental health and over 10,000 meals 
were served to the homeless. This was only made possible 
because of Sony Foundation’s unique ability to engage a 
powerful network of businesses around Australia who are 
willing to contribute, in whatever way they can, to a collective 
goal of enabling tangible, meaningful social change in these 
young people’s lives.

I’m humbled by the 55 incredibly generous Corporate and 
Media Partners who donated funds or services this year 
to help us reach one of our highest fundraising years ever. 
Because of this, over $1.5 million of these funds were invested 
in our You Can capital projects including a new NSW You Can 
Centre and $2.5 million was committed to future projects. 
It’s with sincere thanks to the Sony group of companies for 
their collaboration and investment into the backbone of Sony 
Foundation Australia that allows this formidable growth, 
and ultimately, a better life for many young Australians.

Finally, I’d like to acknowledge the brilliant Board of Directors 
who so generously give of their time, wisdom and insights 
to provide invaluable guidance to this Foundation. We have 
outstanding executive leadership from our CEO, Sophie 
Ryan, who guides a very focused and talented team. Finally, 
our amazing corps of volunteers who bring an energy and 
caring that inspires us all. 

Thank you all for your support and backing.

John Kirby AM,  
Chairman Sony Foundation Australia

CEO’S MESSAGE  
SOPHIE RYAN 

CHAIRMAN’S  
MESSAGE  
JOHN KIRBY AM 
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SONY FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

STEPHEN BASIL-JONES 

Executive Vice President  
Australia, New Zealand  

& Northern Asia,  
Sony Pictures Releasing

Appointed as a Director in 2016

CATHY O’CONNOR 

Chief Executive Officer  
NOVA Entertainment

Appointed as a Director in 2017

MARK FENNESSY AM

Chief Executive Officer  
 Endemol Shine Australia

Appointed as a Director in 2018

CHRIS WHITE

Managing Director  
International Quarterback 

Appointed as a Director in 2010

LEANNE NEAL

Health and Medical  
Services Manager  

St Ignatius'  
College Riverview

Appointed as a Director in 2012

DENIS HANDLIN AO

Chairman & CEO  
Sony Music Entertainment 
Australia & New Zealand  

and President, Asia

Appointed as a Director in 1999

DAMIAN EALES 

Chief Operating Officer 
Publishing  

News Corp Australia

Appointed as a Director in 2016

YUZO OTSUKI 

Managing Director 
Sony Australia &  

New Zealand

Appointed as Director in 2019
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SONY FOUNDATION’S  
NATIONAL IMPACT

CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY 
CAMP PROGRAM  
677 Children with special needs accessed free 
respite care provided by student companions

1,187 High school and university students gained 
a life-changing experience as a student companion 
to a child with special needs 

23,000+ Hours of disability training provided 
to student companions 

50 Participating schools/universities

$1.8M Value of respite care provided

YOU CAN
2,000+ Patient visits to You Can Centres 

6 Hospital Partners 

3 Virtual Reality cancer research projects

2 You Can Centres operational

3 You Can Centres under construction

FY 2019

Children's Holiday Camps
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MMAD
20 Graduates from the Catch a Falling STAR 
rehabilitation program  

100% Of MMAD STARs indicated improved 
mental health 

85% Of MMAD STARs achieved  
employment/further education

COMMUNITIES 
60 Communities across Australia experienced 
positive social change from Sony Foundation 
programs   

YOUTH OFF THE STREETS 
10,000+ Meals served by volunteers on the 
Youth Off The Streets Food Van funded by Sony 
Foundation 

220 Counselling sessions provided to 
disadvantaged and vulnerable youth 

800+ Hours of teacher support through the 
Sydney Schools Mental Health Program

1x Scholarship with two years of financial and 
mentoring support 
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IMPACT 

3,100+ adolescents and young adults across Australia, benefited from the social change  
and positve experiences created by Sony Foundation's youth programs

COMMITMENT

$2,500,000+ Committed to future Youth Cancer Capital Projects and Youth Services to 
further increase positive experiences for vulnerable and seriously ill young Australians, and 
those in regional and rural areas. 

PRO-BONO SERVICES 

$300,000+ Received in pro bono services from our Corporate Partner Network enabling 
greater investment into youth causes

COLLABORATION

$410,000+ Raised through innovative collaboration with our Corporate Partner Network 
and Ambassadors. 

INVESTMENT

$1,500,000+ invested in Youth Cancer Capital Projects and Youth Services to create social 
change and opportunities for young Australians. 

PARTNER NETWORK 

55 Corporate and Media Partners donated funds and services.

PLEDGES

$459,000 Publically pledged at fundraising events by 81 generous donors 

ANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS 

FY 2019
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LOOKING FORWARD:  
OUR THIRD DECADE BEGINS

Sony Foundation, backed by the Sony group of companies in Australia and our corporate partner network, 
has raised over $33 million for youth causes since 1998.

Our mission is to improve the health and wellbeing of young Australians through social change, 
empowerment and collaboration.

WHO WE ARE

Sony Foundation inspires a spirit of unity amongst the Sony companies, their business 
partners and Australians to raise funds and make a positive change in the lives of young 
Australians who are falling through the gap.

WHAT WE DO

We take on the big issues that affect the health and wellbeing of young Australians. We seek 
to be the voice for our young people, the champion of the cause, and invest funds in the 
solution to improve their welfare.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

• 	Sony Foundation is governed by a Board of Directors comprising of Sony Company Directors and external Directors with a 		
	 majority of external (i.e. non-Sony) Directors on the Board. 

•	Sony Foundation primarily raises funds through its large scale “4ward” fundraising events and through its Corporate Partner 		
	 network; enabling Sony Foundation to donate significant funds raised in the public domain.  

• 	Sony Foundation does not pay for ambassadors or artists to attend or perform at events.  

• 	Sony Foundation funds credible partners including schools, hospitals and charities who are proven specialists in youth 		
	 development. Where possible, these programs are national in approach.

• 	Sony Foundation seeks to achieve a co-investment with State Governments on all capital projects such as the Foundation’s  
	 You Can Centres.

• 	Sony Foundation’s financials are independently audited by PricewaterhouseCooopers annually and financial statements are 		
	 available on our website.

• 	Legal counsel is generously provided pro-bono by Corrs Chambers Westgarth.
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Volunteers per year take  
part in Sony Foundation 

events, charity experiences 
and programs

400+
Media companies 

donate advertising 
packages

50
Sony Music artists  

perform at  
Sony Foundation 

fundraisers each year

15+
Guests at 3 annual 

‘4Ward’ events in Sydney,  
Melbourne and Brisbane

1,600+

21 YEARS OF  
COMBINING BUSINESS  
AND PHILANTHROPY
Since 1998, Sony Foundation has worked to bring together Corporate Australia in a philanthropic movement, using 
business for positive social change to improve the lives of young Australians suffering from severe illness, disability and 
homelessness. 

Through the power of Sony, this collaborative community has the unique ability to create far greater long term solutions 
that change people’s lives than if we operated in silos. We are fuelled by the Sony value of creating 'communities of 
interest' that deliver 'Kando' – a sense of excitement, wonder or emotion that is born at the intersection of people and 
their dreams to establish a rich and fulfilling society.

Our Corporate Partner network, our supporters, generous donors and of course, our committed ambassadors, ensure 
the work of Sony Foundation is amplified. Their passionate support and belief in all Sony Foundation stands for is a true 
driving force in achieving real and tangible change.
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BRONZE PARTNERS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

DIAMOND PARTNERS

SONY FOUNDATION MEDIA PARTNERS

SONY FOUNDATION CORPORATE PARTNERS
RAINBOW PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS

SILVER PARTNERS

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
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CONNECT
STAFF ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM

Employee volunteers 

240

Nights on the  
Food Van 

60

Volunteers at  
‘4Ward Events 

110+

Employee mentors on 
the MMAD program

15+ 

Sony Foundation’s staff engagement program, CONNECT, is offered to our Diamond, Platinum, Rainbow and  
Gold Corporate Partners and the Sony Companies as a way for employees to be actively involved in Sony Foundation’s 
charitable initiatives. This gives a deeper understanding, insight and first-hand experience into where their funding and 
support is being channeled.

These engagement opportunities bring to the fore, the meaning and true impact that Sony Foundation’s work is having 
on young Australians in need and in turn, provide meaningful experiences, invaluable team building and a sense of 
community for our Corporate Partner volunteers.

Through Sony Foundation’s CONNECT Program, volunteers contribute via:

"It is our privilege to be a cog in the wheel. We have great respect for your 
inspired and necessary help and support for those young people and their  

families who have such challenges to manage." 

CATHY HAINS, PORTLAND HOUSE FOUNDATION

Charity  
Experiences 

Individual  
Fundraising 

Pro-bono  
Service  

provision 

Event 
Volunteering 

Individual  
Volunteering
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We would like to thank the following donors for their significant donations to Sony Foundation throughout the year.

PORTLAND HOUSE FOUNDATION	 $90,000 

EDWARD FEDERMAN	 $15,000

JAYCO	 $21,000

BEN MCHARG	 $20,000

JB HIFI	 $10,500

CROWN CASINO	 $10,000

DIGIDIRECT	 $10,000

JOHN KIRBY 	 $10,000

NEWS CORP	 $10,000

LADBROKES 	 $10,000

HARVEY NORMAN	 $10,000

CALVERT JONES FOUNDATION	 $10,000 

CAMERA HOUSE	 $10,000 

ENDEMOL SHINE	 $10,000 

FETCH TV	 $10,000 

LUKE HEPWORTH	 $10,000 

TDC	 $10,000 

NETWORK TEN	 $10,000 

NEWS CORP	 $10,000

NINE NETWORK	 $10,000 

NOVA ENTERTAINMENT	 $10,000 

THE STAR	 $10,000 

QUANTUM	 $10,000 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
GENEROUS DONORS
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OUR AMBASSADORS 
HIGHLIGHTS

JOHNATHAN THURSTON:

NRL legend, Johnathan Thurston, paid a surprise visit to two Children’s Holiday 
Camps in his hometown of Townsville in September. He spent time playing 
and dancing with the children and hearing about their experience. He said,  
“It certainly gives me hope for the future that we’ve got students that care 
about the community.”

STEVE SMITH:

An ambassador since 2015 for ‘You Can’, Steve spent time in the Melbourne You 
Can Centre and took part in an exercise workshop with a group of young people 
recently in remission from cancer and visited patients in hospital in Sydney. 
He provides motivation and inspiration to our young cancer patients to push 
through the tough times.

JOHN EALES: 

As a longtime ambassador for the Children’s Holiday Camp Program, John 
hosts an annual fundraiser for the camps and also leads Team Sony Foundation 
in City2Surf. This year, he ran the event pushing Sony Camper, Daniel Little, the 
14 km to Bondi alongside the Little family.

GUY SEBASTIAN & DELTA GOODREM:

Before they performed at River4Ward 2019, Guy and Delta visited the Melbourne 
You Can Centre to meet with patients and survivors. The artists held a jam 
session with the young people and listened to their stories, enabling them to 
see first hand the impact that the centre is having. 

CONRAD SEWELL:

Conrad took part in the MMAD 'Catch A Falling STAR' program as a mentor, 
sharing his personal experiences, and spending time with the STAR’s in the Sony 
Music recording studio. Conrad has also given of his time to visit youth cancer 
patients in hospital.
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SAMANTHA 
ARMYTAGE 

JOHN  
EALES AM 

PETER  
OVERTON

NATALIE 
BASSINGTHWAIGHTE 

STEVE  
SMITH

HEATHER 
HAWKINS

JOHNATHAN 
THURSTON

TESSA  
JAMES

SALLY  
OBERMEDER

GIAAN  
ROONEY 

RICHARD  
WILKINS

ANTHONY 
MINICHIELLO 

SONY FOUNDATION’S 
AMBASSADORS

SONY MUSIC 
AMBASSADORS 

DELTA  
GOODREM

HUMAN  
NATURE

JESSICA  
MAUBOY

STAN  
WALKER

SAMANTHA  
JADE

THE  
VERONICAS

CONRAD  
SEWELL

ISAIAH

GUY  
SEBASTIAN
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"Because we are more. 
We are more than cancer, 
we are young people with 
dreams and aspirations 
for the lives we want. We 
don't want to fall through 
the gap" 
Rachel, You Can Champion

YOU CAN
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“The best outcomes for young 
cancer patients involves 

providing world class cancer 
healthcare in a custom designed 

environment that meets the 
unique needs of the young 
patients and their family.” 

DR. DAVID ROSENGREN,  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  

ROYAL BRISBANE & WOMEN’S HOSPITAL 

“If I was to describe what the You 
Can Centre is like, imagine a safe 

haven or shelter you can come 
home to that protects you from the 
stormy weather. Should I have not 
has this Centre, I don’t think I’d be 
able to overcome this challenging 
period of my life as well as I did.” 

SUFI AIDAH SALIEH, YOU CAN SPEAKER, 
RIVER4WARD 2019

ISSUE: 

Following a Senate Inquiry, Sony Foundation Australia learnt of a gap in care that existed for young cancer patients 
aged 15 – 25 in Australia, resulting in lower survival rates for certain cancers than their child and adult counterparts. 

SOLUTION:

Sony Foundation launched the national youth cancer initiative ‘You Can’ to close the gap in care that currently exists for 
15 – 25 year olds with cancer, establishing a national network of age-appropriate and specialised youth cancer centres 
and services around Australia.  

PROGRESS: 

Nine years on, over $10 million has been committed to Sony Foundation’s vision of a national network of You Can 
Centres and services with a You Can Centre in Perth and Melbourne. A further two centres are under construction in 
Sydney and Brisbane along with oncofertility services, research and program funding. Furthermore, You Can looks to 
expand its reach to all young Australians affected, with a commitment to support regional and rural adolescents and 
young adults with a cancer diagnosis. 



Annual Report 2019 Sony Foundation Australia 19

STRATEGY

YOU CAN CENTRES
Providing respite and a home away from home for young patients while providing age-
appropriate clinical care.

OPENED: Perth (2013) and Melbourne (2016) 
OPENING IN 2019: Brisbane 
OPENING IN 2020: Sydney

FUTURE PROJECTS: Expand national network of centres

REGIONAL SUPPORT 
About 1/3 of young people affected by cancer live in regional/rural areas. Currently there are 
very limited options for free or subsidised accommodation for youth cancer patients and their 
families who must travel. 

AIM: Improve the services and support for young people who must travel to the city for 
treatment.

FUTURE PROJECTS: Free serviced apartment accommodation in major metro cities

ACCESS TO ONCOFERTILITY SERVICES 
Loss of fertility is the #1 impact to ‘Quality of Life’ post cancer for young adults.

AIM: Ensure each young person diagnosed with cancer has access to free fertility preservation 
services with expert multi-disciplinary clinical services.

FUTURE PROJECTS: Free storage of fertility samples

SURVIVORSHIP 
Youth cancer patients are six times more likely to suffer from mental health issues post 
treatment

AIM: Ensure youth cancer survivors have access to health and wellbeing programs to 
transition back to living their best life

FUTURE PROJECTS: Survivorship wellness programs in You Can Centres

VR CANCER RESEARCH  
In partnership with Tour de Cure, $520,000 in funding for cancer research using Virtual Reality 
technology – the largest VR cancer research funding grant to date in Australia. 

STATUS: Three research projects are underway, with clinical results expected in mid-2020. 
The projects endeavor to improve the diagnosis of appropriate treatment for common 
adolescent cancers like Leukaemia using VR to see how a patient’s genetics map with other 
patient’s response to treatment.

YOU CAN INNOVATE GRANT  
Funding of $100,000 for a three year youth cancer research project to explore the benefits of 
exercise on young people during cancer treatment. 

STATUS: Exercise Physiologist Claire Munsie has undertaken a study in partnership with 
University WA at the Perth You Can Centre to uncover the benefit of physical activity in 
adolescent and young adults during and after cancer treatment. The study and its findings 
will be finalised in 2020.
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NATIONAL YOU CAN       CENTRE NETWORK 

PERTH YOU CAN CENTRE
SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL
OPENED 2013 - $1.8 MILLION DONATED

MELBOURNE YOU CAN CENTRE
PETER MACCALLUM CANCER CENTRE

OPENED 2016 - $1.5 MILLION DONATED
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NATIONAL YOU CAN       CENTRE NETWORK 

Loud Room

1

Lom Nordic Fresh 
Natural Twin Floor 
Lamp
Supplier: Temple & 
Webster

Joinery
Elegant Oak 
Laminex

32

Vinyl Bean Bag 
Armchair

4

Frosta Stool
Ikea

5

Rug
Supplier: Temple & 
Wester
Style: Casper 
Natural Sisal Rug

6

Feature Paint
Supplier: Porters 
Paint
Colour: Interno 
Waterford

7

Feature Paint
Supplier: Porters 
Paint
Colour: Waterford

1

4

2

7
6

5

8

Speciality Paint for 
projection

8

BRISBANE YOU CAN CENTRE 
ROYAL BRISBANE AND WOMEN'S HOSPITAL 
OPENING NOVEMBER 2019 - $1.8 MILLION DONATED

SYDNEY YOU CAN CENTRE  
PRINCE OF WALES HOSPITAL 

OPENING 2020 - $1.5 MILLION DONATEDKitchen

2

Joinery Finish
Formica
Colour: Ink 9739\
Finish: Velour

7

Cushion
Supplier: Temple & 
Wester
Style: Pastel Mint 
Moss Stitch 

1

Tiber 6 Lights 
Pendant 
Supplier: Temple & 
Webster

6

Handles
Supplier: Kethy
Colour: Oak 

Joinery
Elegant Oak 
Laminex

3 4

White Subway Tile 
Laid in Herringbone 
pattern

8

Cushion
Supplier: Temple & 
Wester
Style: Maliha 
Square 

9

Rug
Supplier: Temple & 
Wester
Style: Casper 
Natural Sisal Rug

10

Banquette 
Upholstery
Supplier: Instyle
Range: High 
Peformance Vinyl
Colour: Exploration

11

Basket
Supplier: Ikea
Fladis 

5

Bench Top
Supplier: Smart 
Stone
Collection: Santorini

1

9

3

8
10

3
2

2

5

4
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"Sony Camps give teenagers 
an opportunity to get up close 
and personal with disability, 
and hopefully, to see past it, to 
the children and young men and 
women before them who ask  
nothing more than to belong."  
Teresa, Mother of Camper

CHILDREN'S  
HOLIDAY CAMPS
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NSW CAMPS
Abbotsleigh School for Girls / Knox Grammar School 
Moriah College / Masada College/ Emanuel School 
Pymble Ladies’ College/ Sydney Church of England 			
Grammar 
St Andrew’s College, University of Sydney 
St. Ignatius’ College, Riverview / Loreto Kirrbilli /  
Monte St Angelo 
St. Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill / Brigidine College,  
St Ives / Marist Sisters College, Woolwich 
The Illawarra Grammar School 

QLD CAMPS
Anglican Church Grammar / St Margaret’s 		
School for Girls 
Bond University 
Brisbane State High / University of Queensland 
Marist College, Ashgrove / Mt Alvernia College, Kedron 
SCOTS College, Warwick 
The Southport School 
St Patrick’s College, Townsville / Ignatius Park College 		
Townsville 
Stuartholme School / St Laurence’s College 
The Cathedral College, Rockhampton 

Toowoomba Grammar School / The Glennie School / 		
Fairholme College 
Townsville Grammar School 
Whitsunday Anglican School 

VIC CAMPS
Brighton Grammar School 
Sababa Melbourne (Flying Fox) 
St. Kevin’s College / Xavier College / Genazzano FCJ 		
College / Loreto Mandeville Hall 
Scotch College Melbourne/ St Catherine’s School 

ACT CAMPS
Canberra Grammar School 

WA CAMPS
Christ Church Grammar School / Methodist Ladies’ 		
College 

NT CAMPS
Haileybury Rendall School 

SA CAMPS
St Peter’s College / Wilderness School 

TAS CAMPS
Launceston Church Grammar School 

CHILDREN'S HOLIDAY 
CAMPS

2

4

2

4

6
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ISSUE: 

Lack of overnight respite care for the families and 
carers of children with special needs. Furthermore, these 
children often experience social isolation. 

PROGRAM: 

The Sony Foundation Children’s Holiday Camp Program 
provides a much-needed break for parents and carers 
while simultaneously giving the children an incredible 
holiday and the teenage carers an eye-opening 
experience. Sony Camp is provided at no cost to the 
families.

Over the course of four days, the student companions 
provide 24-hour care to the children. Feeding, bathing, 
entertaining and tending to their every need. From 
movie nights to art sessions, zoo visits to sailing, the 
companions stop at nothing to give each camper the 
holiday of a life-time! The Camps, hosted at schools 
and universities around the country, are playing a part 
in breaking down the barriers and stigmas surrounding 
special-needs individuals.

PROGRESS: 

21 years on from the first Sony Camp that led to the 
inception of Sony Foundation, the program has grown to 
29 camps across 50 schools and universities in Australia 
and New Zealand. To date, over 8,000 children have 
experienced the magic of a Children’s Holiday Camp. 
These Camps have a remarkable flow on effect to 
families, friends and local communities. 

High-schools

46
Universities 

4
Student Companions in 2018/19 

1,187 
Campers in 2018/19 

677

Volunteers from 50 
communities

1,900+ 
Hours of disability training 

provided to Student 
Companions

23,000+
Value of respite  

care provided 

$1.8M
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“It was Indira’s first camp and a huge step for 
her with all the challenges she faces. She is very 
rigid in her routine and highly anxious about 
change. Olivia, who supported her at camp, was 
phenomenal with adjusting and managing all of 
Indira’s fears.” 

SANDRA
MOTHER OF CAMPER 

“The initial challenge was to discover things my 
camper would enjoy, which included swimming, 
running and other physical activities. It was 
incredibly rewarding to be able to form a bond 
through participating in those activities and to 
see him smile. By the end of the camp, I felt a 
deep appreciation of how very different the lives 
of other people can be from our own, and of the 
care and compassion they need.”  

PATRICK
STUDENT COMPANION 

“Lenny’s companion, Dylan, was the perfect 
match for him. What a lovely, kind and mature 
young man and such a huge responsibility for a 17 
year old. I was surprised at what a strong bond 
that had formed over the four days. I actually had 
my tonsils out while Lenny was at camp because I 
didn’t know when else I could take a break and it 
made my recovery a breeze.”

AIMEE
MOTHER OF CAMPER 

CHILDREN'S HOLIDAY 
CAMPS
IMPACT
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SPECIAL GRANTS 

Bradie-Lee 
12 year old Bradie-Lee has Battens Disease, a 
rare and fatal disorder. She has attended two 
Sony Foundation Children’s Holiday Camps at 
Launceston Church Grammar providing her with 
the unique opportunity to take part in activities 
and fun alongside kids her age and offering her 
parents some much needed respite.

Sadly, Bradie-Lee’s condition means she suffers 
from muscular dystrophy, epilepsy, intellectual 
impairment, is blind and needs a wheelchair to 
get around. With her family finding it increasingly 
difficult to manage her mobility with the stairs in 
their home, Camp Coordinator, Elizabeth Poland 
applied for a $10,000 grant from Sony Foundation 
to help with home modifications.

During Sky News’ show 'Paul Murray Live Our 
Town', Paul Murray interviewed Bradie-Lee and her 
mum and surprised them with the $10,000 grant 
from Sony Foundation. The grant will enable the 
installation of a stair climber for her chair in their 
home to make it more accessible. 

Emma 
Emma, aged 8, attended Sony Foundation Children’s 
Holiday Camp at Brisbane State High in partnership 
with University of Queensland in 2018. Emma is living 
with a rare genetic disorder labelled Prader Willi 
Syndrome. Emma’s rare condition brings many lifelong 
effects such as sleep apnoea, scoliosis, monocular vision, 
hyperphagia, and limited mobility, requiring a wheelchair  
for longer distances. 

Lacking communication skills, Emma is extremely 
vulnerable as she is unable to express her needs. During 
her time on Sony Camp, her student companions 
witnessed this first hand and subsequently applied 
for a grant of $6,850 allowing for Emma’s family to 
purchase a touch-based Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) device.

The AAC device will provide Emma with a high 
tech, touch based, speech device that will enable 
communication and engagement with people around 
her, greatly improving her independence and quality of 
life. 

Sony Foundation awards two special grants valued up to $10,000 to two families from Sony Foundation Children's 
Holiday program with the aim to improve the Campers' quality of life.   
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MUSICIANS MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE
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“It’s very easy to put on 
myself that I’m the only one 
going through this, there’s 
nothing that can be done or 
said to help me. The thing I’ve 
learnt here is that I do have 
potential and I do deserve to 
be here and there is reason 
for me to be on my own path.”  
Catch A Falling STAR Graduate
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MUSICIANS MAKING  
A DIFFERENCE
TRANSFORMING YOUNG LIVES 
THROUGH INTENSIVE MENTORING 
AND MUSIC
ISSUE: 

It costs over $300,000 per year to keep a young person in juvenile detention with little or no change to their life, many 
even leave jail in a worse situation than coming in.

SOLUTION:

Providing engaging, holistic and evidence based programs to develop positive and life-affirming practices for young 
people battling complex and life-threatening challenges like trauma, neglect and abuse. 

PROGRESS: 

Sony Foundation funds the MMAD Catch A Falling STAR program which is able to rehabilitate and transform a young 
person’s life at a fraction of the cost of juvenile detention. 20 young people a year from New South Wales, Queensland, 
Victoria and South Australia undertake the program annually.

Youth Participants

20

Achieved employment/
further education

85%

Volunteer Mentors

20

Reported significant 
improvement in their mental 

health

100%

Mentoring sessions

6

Reported the STAR program 
was one of the most impactful 

& powerfully life changing

100%

“I feel more alive, I actually want to get out of bed and go into the world, I want 
to do something with my life. I don’t just want life to end anymore. I feel like I 

matter and like I can make a difference.”   

STAR PARTICIPANT

Thanks to the volunteer mentors from our Corporate Partners:
SONY INTERACTIVE ENTERTAINMENT, SONY ATV, CROSSMARK, SONY MUSIC, THE ORCHARD
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ARLO'S* JOURNEY

"We rewrite lives with this program, set values and 
personal goals. It’s a re-identification of how they 
see themselves and who they want to be. It’s a de-
transformational program that we are really proud of 
and we’re really proud of these kids.” 

DOMINIC BROOK, MMAD CO-FOUNDER

“I was so honoured to be part of the MMAD Sony STAR 
program and witness the transformation these kids 
made to their lives. Watching these STARs graduate 
left me with a full heart.” 

REBECCA BENJAMIN, SONY INTERACTIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT EMPLOYEE AND MMAD MENTOR

“The fact that Sony Foundation is supporting this and 
I am able to give up my time to support these kids to 
navigate their way through all sorts of personal issues 
is just such an amazing opportunity and I’m super 
grateful to be a part of it.” 

ISABELLA STREET, SONY MUSIC EMPLOYEE 
AND MMAD MENTOR.

Arlo was living in a refuge when he first came to MMAD and battling an addiction to drugs that were taken to help push 
down memories of sexual and emotional abuse, neglect, and grief from the violent loss of his mother as a young child. 
Substance abuse and withdrawal from society were mechanisms to self-medicate increasing mental health issues and 
mounting pressures of “life”. 

After meeting MMAD, Arlo experienced a “home”, a “family” and a place that he, for the first time in his life, could 
belong to and be himself. Arlo started using lyrics to help express, process and make sense of his past. MMAD was his 
therapy for his constant feeling of loneliness and fear of abandonment. Arlo turned his whole life upside down, and 
is now living independently, is clean from drugs and alcohol, socially capable, independent in moving himself beyond 
triggers and negative cycles, and is recently employed. Arlo dreams to become a youth worker at MMAD one day. 
*Name changed to respect privacy, Arlo is not pictured in this report
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"Our programs challenge 
kids to make decisions 
for themselves, take 
responsibility for their own 
lives, and understand they 
can do well." 
Father Chris Riley AM

YOUTH OFF THE STREETS 



Annual Report 2019 Sony Foundation Australia 33



Sony Foundation Australia Annual Report 201934

YOUTH OFF THE STREETS
SUPPORTING MARGINALISED YOUTH

2018 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT, TAHLIA 

Despite her many family struggles and hardships in 
the past, Tahlia has always remained dedicated to 
completing her education and staying on the right track. 
Tahlia exhibits extraordinary promise, but lacks the 
personal support networks and resourced to achieve her 
full potential. Funds provided by Sony Foundation will 
assist Tahlia with course fees, equipment, textbooks and 
everyday expenses to go to university.

“I am so grateful for the opportunity that has been 
awarded to me and for all the amazing things I can 
now achieve thanks to this scholarship. Gaining this 
scholarship has made me realise that hard work and 
dedication really does pay off in the long run and that I 
am worthy of success.”

TAHLIA

SYDNEY SCHOOLS MENTAL
HEALTH PROGRAM 

This program gives YOTS students access to a 
psychologist to provide individual counselling, 
psychological testing, group workshops and 
opportunities for referrals to external agencies.

• 200 individual counselling sessions

• 20 family sessions

• 800 hours of support for teachers

• 60 hours of case meetings with external agencies

LIFE CHANGING SCHOLARSHIP, SARAH-JANE

Sarah-Jane was the recipient of the Sony Foundation 
funded Youth Off The Streets Scholarship in 2017. The 
Scholarship enabled Sarah-Jane to pursue tertiary 
education at the Australian Institute of Music. She hopes 
to one day work in the industry and two years on, she 
has completed her second year at AIM, completed an 
internship at Sony ATV and secured employment.

“Before the scholarship I was in an unhappy living 
arrangement and was just about to start my first year 
of university. I didn’t have my license and I was in a  
point in my life where I didn’t believe I could even  
attend university due to the lack of funds. Now I am 
living out of home with my own place, I have my license, 
a car and am in a place I never ever thought I could be.”

 SARAH-JANE
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COOKING FOR YOUTH, DON BOSCO HOUSE

“Last night was a really rewarding experience for 
us and we were so happy to have volunteered!  
The whole process from start to finish was run so 
smoothly by our team leader - she was great!” 

LEANNE TATTERSALL, ACTIVISION
FOOD VAN VOLUNTEER

“It was such an amazing experience for me. We had 
lots of fun my jaws actually hurt from laughing! The 
kids were amazing, very friendly and welcoming. I’d 
love to come back and cook more delicious food for 
the kids.” 

ELIZABETH ARDELIA, CROSSMARK

LUNCH & LEARN 

Club Med Corporate Partner, Club Med hosted Youth 
Off The Streets students

“When the students first arrived, they were 
quite reserved, but they soon settled in and their 
individual personalities began to shine. They were 
very receptive to our workshops and surprisingly 
mature about the activities we engaged them in 
– sharing their stories, passions, likes and dislikes, 
and chatting with our team during the lunch. 
Super polite, respectful, open and we were all very 
impressed – they truly are an exceptional group of 
students and are welcome back any time.” 

TENNEAL BAKER, COMMUNICATIONS 
MANAGER, CLUB MED

FOOD VAN

Operates 364 nights of the year serving food and 
drinks to the homeless in inner-Sydney.

• 10,000 meals served

• 1,100 volunteers

• 3,600 volunteer hours
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EVENTS
4WARD EVENT SERIES 

RIVER4WARD, MELBOURNE 

April 

Location: Crown Aviary, Crown Casino 

BRISSY4WARD, BRISBANE  

August

Location: Howard Smith Wharves  

WHARF4WARD, SYDNEY  

October

Location: Woolloomooloo Wharf 

WAYS OUR PARTNERS WERE INVOLVED

LIVE AUCTION AND  
SILENT AUCTION  

DONATION

SPONSORED  
ACTIVATIONS 

PLEDGE  
(100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE)

CORPORATE  
HOSPITALITY

MEDIA  
PACKAGES 

TALENT 
INTEGRATION
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Sony Foundation’s signature event ‘Wharf4Ward’ celebrated its 10th Anniversary of raising funds for youth cancer with 
a record $1.4 million raised on the day taking total funds raised in 10 years to over $8 million. 

With the sun shining down, guests were merry as Sony Music artists John Farnham, Jessica Mauboy and Conrad Sewell 
delivered unrivalled performances across three stages along the iconic Woolloomooloo Wharf. 

WHARF4WARD:  
$1.4 MILLION RAISED
2018 HIGHLIGHTS 

Years of Sydney’s  
longest lunch  

10

Celebrity Hosts from 
seven major media 

networks

11

Guests 

1000

Companies present

60+

Stages along the iconic 
Woolloomooloo Wharf

3

Event partners and 
sponsors

57+

Fine dining  
restaurants

6

Million reach in media 
coverage

8
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Set against the Melbourne skyline and the glistening Yarra, 400 of Melbourne’s elite and key executives rallied together to 
raise an event record of $810,000 for Sony Foundation’s You Can program, funding a national oncofertility preservation 
service. 

Inspired by visits to the Melbourne You Can Centre, Sony Music artists Delta Goodrem, Guy Sebastian, David Campbell 
and The Veronicas dedicated their performances to Sony Foundation You Can Champs. 

RIVER4WARD 
2019 HIGHLIGHTS 

Guests 

400+

Pledges raising over 
$169,000

16

Partnering with Crown 
since 2015 

Companies present

100+

Sony Music Artist 
performances 

4

Million reach in media 
coverage

4

Luxury Live Auction 
Packages

7

Exclusive G.H Mumm Champagne and Belvedere Vodka Welcome Reception and Official After Party

Hosted by Eddie McGuire, Natalie Bassingthwaighte and 
celebrity hosts from three major networks
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It was a day for the greats of Queensland to come together in support of young cancer patients at Sony Foundation’s 
inaugural Brissy4Ward. Over the course of four hours, 250 guests, along with local heroes Johnathan Thurston, Giaan 
Rooney, Kevin Walters, Susie O’Neil and Ben Roberts-Smith rallied together to raise an incredible $375,000 to contribute 
to funding Queensland’s first You Can Centre. 

Guests were treated to world class performances from Sony Music artists Guy Sebastian, Dami Im, and the Ten Tenors, 
whilst overlooking the picturesque Brisbane River and Story Bridge. 

BRISSY4WARD 
2018 HIGHLIGHTS 

Event partners and 
sponsors 

35

Celebrity Hosts from 
four major media 

networks

Million reach in media 
coverage

3

Companies Present

60+

25 Tables hosted by: 
Sony Australia, Sony Music Entertainment, Sony Interactive Entertainment, Sony Pictures Releasing, 
Universal Sony Pictures Home Entertainment, Sony/ATV Music Publishing, News Corp, Nine Network, 

International Quarterback, NOVA Entertainment, Southern Cross Austereo, Network Ten, Seven 
Network, Val Morgan Cinema Group, Rork Projects, Clearview Wealth Ltd, Chatswood Toyota

Luxury Event Partners 
G.H. Mumm Champagne, Frizelle Sunshine Automotive, Paspaley, Fox Gordon, Stella Artois and OTTO

From 2019 the event moves to Howard Smith Wharves under an exciting partnership

5
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MEANINGFUL 
COLLABORATION
HOST AN EVENT 
The inaugural Sydney City & Surry Hills Police Ball 
raised an incredible $100,000 for Sony Foundation 
Australia. The event was attended by 550 guests 
including The Hon. Scott Morrison MP, Prime Minister 
of Australia and the Hon. Gladys Berejiklian MP, 
Premier of NSW, was hosted by Ben Fordham and 
featured a special performance from Sony Music 
Artist, Cyrus.

CHARITY TREK
GROUP
Universal Sony Pictures Home Entertainment Australia 
led a group of 14 employees and business partners to 
conquer the Larapinta Trail in the Northern Territory, 
raising awareness and funds for the Children’s 
Holiday Camp Program. The team had an adventure 
of a lifetime and raised together $40,000 to fund 
three camps for 50 children with special needs to 
experience this unique respite program, and allowing 
their families to have a valuable weekend off! 

INDIVIDUAL
Sony Foundation Ambassador, Heather Hawkins 
completed ‘The Track’, a 520km ultramarathon 
over 10 days between Alice Springs and Uluru. Her 
campaign raised over $10,000 for Sony Foundation’s 
youth cancer program, ‘You Can’. 
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INTEGRATED CAMPAIGN 
The Sydney Sixers BBL Squad wore with pride, 
special jerseys honouring young cancer patients 
and survivors with three powerful words of meaning 
emblazoned across the back of their jersey. The rare 
collector’s item jerseys were auctioned off after the 
match raising over $18,000 for You Can. In the lead up 
to the match, the Sydney Sixers held an early morning 
training session with You Can Champs and Corporate 
Partners at Coogee Beach, with Channel Seven’s 
SUNRISE capturing the fun and raising invaluable 
awareness for the charity match.  

CORPORATE 
FUNDRAISING EVENT  
Media Communications agency and Sony Foundation 
Corporate Partner m2m, embraced an attitude of 
“if we can help, we will”, holding a corporate Trivia 
Night for their closest 200 media friends, clients and 
employees. The event was attended by 20 different 
media companies including; Seven, Snapchat, Nine, 
News Corp, Adshel and Nova. The event raised $11,000 
covering the costs for one Children’s Holiday Camp, 
impacting on the lives of 15 children with special 
needs and giving their families the opportunity for a 
much-needed break. 
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BRONZE PARTNERS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

DIAMOND PARTNERS

SONY FOUNDATION MEDIA PARTNERS
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SONY FOUNDATION CORPORATE PARTNERS

RAINBOW PARTNERS

GOLD PARTNERS

SILVER PARTNERS

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
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